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The state’s two most important water delivery systems are located in 
the Delta: the federal Central Valley Project, operated by the United 
States Bureau of Reclamation, and the California State Water Project, 
operated by the California Department of Water Resources.

The future of reliable, high-quality water supplies for Californians 
depends upon a healthy Delta ecosystem and critical upgrades to 
the Delta’s water delivery infrastructure.

Bay Area Water 
Supplies

The BDCP’s intent to ensure the coequal goals of ecosystem recovery and 
water supply reliability serves the entire California community, not just part 
of it. The BDCP is based on science, environmental research, and economic 
realities. The agencies preparing the BDCP welcome public input.

For more information, visit:
www.baydeltaconservationplan.com

What’s at stake?
The heart of California’s water system rests in the Delta, and its 
current confi guration is at risk of failure.  Without changes to the 
way water currently fl ows through the Delta, Californians risk:

•     A loss of secure and reliable drinking water supplies 
for millions of people

•     Damage to the statewide economy, loss of jobs and 
loss of business

•     Further degradation of precious natural resources 
and extinction of native species

BDCP would environmentally retrofi t, 
modernize, and restore greater 
fl exibility to the state’s water system.
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The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta 
(Delta), located east of San Francisco Bay, 
is a vast and vitally important ecosystem 
to California. The Delta is home to 
hundreds of aquatic and terrestrial 
species—some unique to the area—as 
well as more than 500,000 people, a 
thriving agricultural economy, and a 
distinctive recreational resource.  

Equally important, the Delta provides 
water for 25 million Californians and 
supplies an agricultural industry that, 
in turn, feeds millions.  Water from the 
Delta irrigates farms where much of the 
nation’s domestic produce is grown.  
Delta water powers the California 
economy.   We cannot thrive without it. 

Here’s the problem that all Californians 
face: The Delta has been stretched to 
a breaking point. The ecosystem is in 
steep decline and has put the water that 
millions of Californians depend on at 
risk. Environmental restrictions on water 
deliveries are meant to protect Delta fi sh 
species, but have also greatly reduced 
the fl exibility to meet statewide water 
supply needs.

California’s Future Depends 
on Delta Water Supply
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The importance 
of the Delta to 
statewide water 
supplies cannot be 
overstated.

Two out of three 
Californians and 

3 million acres 
of farmland 

receive some 
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from 
the 
Delta. 

Fresh water that 
reaches the Delta 
from the Sierra 
Nevada mountains 
serves businesses 
and homes from 
Silicon Valley to San 
Diego County.
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The direct benefi ts of the BDCP to water users—
reliable export volume, reduced regulatory 
and legal uncertainty, improved water quality, 
reduced seismic risk to water supplies—exceed 
the costs of BDCP.

A team of federal and state water experts, scientists, and public water a
The resulting Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) will balance the need

The BDCP is a comprehensive conservation strategy aimed at protecting doz
two biggest water delivery projects.

•     Provide water managers with a reliable and 
predictable amount of water 

•     Protect against water supply disruptions for 66 
percent 
of the state’s population

•     Protect water supplies from catastrophic 
failure due to earthquakes or failed levees

•     Boost the state’s ability to respond to 
drought and climate change 

•     Create 137,000 jobs

•     Isolate water supplies from increasingly 
stressed Delta levees

•     Implement ecologically friendly ways to move 
California’s drinking and irrigation water under the 
Delta to secure water supplies for California homes, 
businesses, and farms

To secure water supplies and protect the economy, 
the BDCP will:

The BDCP Can Solve the Delta’s Problems 
and Provide Reliable Water Supply, Economic Susta

agencies have worked together for years on a way to address the Delta’s problems.  
ds of fi sh and wildlife with California’s human and economic needs.

zens of species of fi sh and wildlife, while permitting the reliable operation of California’s 

•     Improve the overall ecological health of the Delta

•     Reverse the trend of habitat loss and help recover declining 
populations of native species 

•     Address habitat needs for 11 fi sh species and 46 wildlife and 
plant species

•     Improve natural fl ow 
conditions for fi sh and wildlife

 •     Implement an accelerated 
habitat restoration program 
by creating 30,000 acres of 
aquatic habitat in the next 
15 years 

•     Reconnect fl oodplains and rivers

•     Return degraded riverbanks to a more natural state 

•     Improve water quality 

•     Control invasive species

To restore a healthy Delta ecosystem, the BDCP will:

ainability, and Jobs 

As the Delta ecosystem improves in response 
to BDCP implementation, water operations 
will become more reliable and secure.
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